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Welcome to Aldersgate Online Worship. 
Please post a comment to let us know you are here. 

Prelude | Passion Chorale (Herzlich Tut Mich Verlangen) • J.S. Bach 

Welcome 

Community Time 

Call to Worship 
Jesus calls us to the feast. 
We come, ready to join his disciples at the table of grace. 
Jesus calls us to join him in love and service. 
We come, ready to wash one another’s feet. 
Jesus shows us how to love one another. 
We come, ready to worship the God who calls us. 

Singing 
Ah Holy Jesus  •  arr. Carolyn Jennings 
Ah, holy Jesus, how hast thou offended, that we to judge thee have in hate pretended? 
By foes derided, by thine own rejected, O most afflicted! 

For me, kind Jesus, was thy incarnation, thy mortal sorrow, and thy life's oblation; 
Thy death of anguish and thy bitter passion, for my salvation. 

Therefore, kind Jesus, since I cannot pay thee, I do adore thee, and will ever pray thee, 
Think on thy pity and thy love unswerving, not my deserving. 
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Opening Prayer 
God of Moses and Miriam, God of those who followed Jesus from Galilee to Jerusalem, God of all who call on 
you today—you delivered the Israelites from bondage in Egypt, keeping them safe from harm, as they ate the 
bread of affliction, seasoned with salty tears and bitter herbs. Today, you continue to hear the voices of all 
who live in fear and pain, offering them the bread of life and the cup of salvation, as a promise to deliver 
them from despair and anguish. As we remember the last meal that Jesus shared with his disciples, give us 
the courage to live as servants, to love the world as you have loved us, and to pour out our lives as members 
of the body of Christ. Amen. 

Passing of the Peace 

Singing 
Go to Dark Gethsemane 
Go to dark Gethsemane, Ye that feel the tempter's power; Your redeemer's conflict see, 
Watch with him one bitter hour. Turn not from his griefs away; learn of Jesus Christ to pray. 

See him at the judgment hall, beaten, bound, reviled, arraigned; O the worm-wood and the gall! 
O the pangs his soul sustained! Shun not suffering, shame, or loss; learn of Christ to bear the cross. 



Calvary's mournful mountain climb; there, adoring at his feet, mark that miracle of time, 
God's own sacrifice complete. "It is finished!" Hear him cry; learn of Jesus Christ to die. 

Early hasten to the tomb where they laid his breathless clay; all is solitude and gloom. 
Who has taken him away? Christ is risen! He meets our eyes: Savior, teach us so to rise. 

Scripture 
Listen for the word of God: 

Matthew 26:36-46 
Then Jesus went with them to a place called Gethsemane; and he said to his disciples, “Sit here while I go over 
there and pray.” He took with him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, and began to be grieved and agitated. 
Then he said to them, “I am deeply grieved, even to death; remain here, and stay awake with me.” And going a 
little farther, he threw himself on the ground and prayed, “My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from me; 
yet not what I want but what you want.” Then he came to the disciples and found them sleeping; and he said to 
Peter, “So, could you not stay awake with me one hour? Stay awake and pray that you may not come into the 
time of trial; the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.” Again he went away for the second time and 
prayed, “My Father, if this cannot pass unless I drink it, your will be done.” Again he came and found them 
sleeping, for their eyes were heavy. So leaving them again, he went away and prayed for the third time, saying 
the same words. Then he came to the disciples and said to them, “Are you still sleeping and taking your rest? 
See, the hour is at hand, and the Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. Get up, let us be going. See, 
my betrayer is at hand.” 

Sermon 
A Prayer From the Garden Randy Orndorff 

Response to the Word (John 13) 
Teacher of Truth, Wellspring of Love, source of Compassion, as we live into the last hours that Jesus spent 
with his disciples, we give you thanks and praise. For even though he was betrayed, Christ is always in our 
midst when we love one another. 

Prayer of Confession and Forgiveness 
Wellspring of Love, Source of Compassion, teacher of Truth, you call us to wash the feet of others as you 
have washed ours, yet we are often unwilling to kneel at the feet of our friends, preferring to be served 
rather than to serve. You invite us to join all of creation at your feast, yet we are unwilling to make room at 
our table for someone we do not know. You pour yourself out for the sake of the whole world, yet we are 
often unwilling to let go of our selfish desires. Forgive us and free us from our unwillingness to find our true 
life as the body of Christ—a body given for the healing of the world. Amen. 

Holy Communion 
The Lord be with you. And also with you. Lift up your hearts. We lift them up to the Lord.  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Remembering God’s acts of salvation. 

And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven  
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:  
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 



Instituting Christ’s words. 

And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, we offer ourselves in praise and 
thanksgiving as a holy and living sacrifice, in union with Christ’s offering for us, as we proclaim the 
mystery of faith. 
Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 

Invoking the Work of the Holy Spirit. 

Through your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy church, all honor and glory is yours, 
almighty Father, now and for ever. 
Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever. Amen. 

Receiving the Sacrament 

Singing 
Communion  •  Words and music by Mac Powell, Brad Avery, David Carr, Mark Lee, and Tai Anderson 
This is the body, this is the blood, broken and poured out for all of us. 
And in this communion we share in his love; this is the body, this is the blood. 

I will remember everything, Lord, that you’ve done for me. 
I won’t take for granted the sacrifice that set me free. 
I hunger and thirst for your love; come fill me today. 

This is the body, this is the blood, broken and poured out for all of us. 
And in this communion we share in his love; this is the body, this is the blood. 

I will remember everything, Lord, that you’ve done for me. 
I won’t take for granted the sacrifice that set me free. 
We hunger and thirst for your love and your righteousness. 
We long for your presence here, Lord.  Be with us again. 

This is the body, this is the blood, broken and poured out for all of us. 
And in this communion we share in his love; this is the body, this is the blood. 
This is the body, this is the blood.  This is the body, this is the blood. 
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Benediction 
As the time continues inexorably towards Good Friday, we have been reminded of God's grace in the Last Supper. 
We remember you, O Lord. 
May we ever be mindful of the prayer, the love, the sacrifice of Jesus who died for us. 
Wash clean our hearts and our minds, O God. 
Lord of the new command, send us forth in your love. 
We are your servants Lord. Teach us to love one another. Amen! 

Postlude | O Sacred Head, Now Wounded  •  J.S. Bach 


