
 
 

 
 

 
 

 february 28, 2021 | 9:30am 
Online Worship 



Welcome to Aldersgate Online. Please post a comment to let us know you are here. 

Prelude | O, Love, How Deep • David Aaron Miller 

Welcome 

Community Time 

Call to Worship 
We are surrounded by sounds clamoring for attention: TV, phones, media, and noise. 
Help us to hear you. 
We are surrounded by others telling us what to do and who they need us to be. 
Help us to listen to you. 
We are surrounded by distractions, cries, egos, lasting grievances, unsettled scores.  
Help us be present for you. Speak, Lord, for your servants are listening. 

Singing  
Listening  •  Words and music by Vicky Beeching 
More than just another song, more than one more melody. 
Maybe what we need is silence, maybe what we need is to be still 
And listen for the still, small voice. ‘Cause we don't want to miss a whisper, 
Jesus, now we lean in closer and we wait. 

Speak, Lord, your servants are listening, your servants are listening. 
Speak, Lord, your servants are listening, your servants are listening. 

Lord, I want to know your heart. Lord, I want to know what moves you, 
To understand what makes you weep, to understand what makes you sing and smile. 
This will be my life's one quest, to seek the One whose love has sought me, 
Gazing on your shining beauty all my days. 

Speak, Lord, your servants are listening, your servants are listening. 
Speak, Lord, your servants are listening, your servants are listening. 

Just one word from you and ev'rything changes. 
Just one word from you will bring me life. 
Just one word from you and ev'rything changes. 
Just one word from you will bring me life. 
Just one word from you and ev'rything changes. 
Just one word from you will bring me life. 
Come and bring me life, how I need your life. 

Speak, Lord, your servants are listening, your servants are listening. 
Speak, Lord, your servants are listening, your servants are listening. 
Speak, Lord, your servants are listening, your servants are listening. 
Speak, Lord, your servants are listening, your servants are listening. 
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Opening Prayer 
Holy One, untamed by the names we give you, in the silence, name us and speak to us. Put aside our 
distractions. Help us to listen well so that we hear your voice and trust your love for us. Hear our words and 
under our words, where our fears, questions, pretenses, and angers live. May we be found faithful, open, 
and listening. In the Name of Jesus Christ, Amen. 

Gloria 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;  
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. Amen. 

Passing of the Peace 

Doxology  
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise God, all creatures here below;  
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts; praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Offertory Prayer 

Singing 
Open My Eyes that I May See 
Open my eyes, that I may see glimpses of truth thou hast for me; 
Place in my hands the wonderful key that shall unclasp and set me free. 

Silently now I wait for thee, ready, my God, thy will to see. 
Open my eyes, illumine me, Spirit divine! 

Open my ears, that I may hear voices of truth thou sendest clear; 
And while the wavenotes fall on my ear everything false will disappear. 

Silently now I wait for thee ready, my God, thy will to see. 
Open my ears, illumine me, Spirit divine! 

Open my mouth, and let me bear gladly the warm truth everywhere; 
Open my heart and let me prepare love with thy children thus to share. 

Silently now I wait for thee ready, my God, thy will to see. 
Open my heart, illumine me, Spirit divine! 

Scripture 
Listen for the word of God: 

I Samuel 3:1-10 
Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the Lord under Eli. The word of the Lord was rare in those days; visions 
were not widespread. 

At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he could not see, was lying down in his room; 
the lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying down in the temple of the Lord, where the ark of 
God was. Then the Lord called, “Samuel! Samuel!” and he said, “Here I am!” and ran to Eli, and said, “Here I am, 
for you called me.” But he said, “I did not call; lie down again.” So he went and lay down. The Lord called again, 
“Samuel!” Samuel got up and went to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” But he said, “I did not call, 
my son; lie down again.” Now Samuel did not yet know the Lord, and the word of the Lord had not yet been 



revealed to him. The Lord called Samuel again, a third time. And he got up and went to Eli, and said, “Here I am, 
for you called me.” Then Eli perceived that the Lord was calling the boy. Therefore Eli said to Samuel, “Go, lie 
down; and if he calls you, you shall say, ‘Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening.’” So Samuel went and lay 
down in his place. 

Now the Lord came and stood there, calling as before, “Samuel! Samuel!” And Samuel said, “Speak, for your 
servant is listening.” Then the Lord said to Samuel, “See, I am about to do something in Israel that will make 
both ears of anyone who hears of it tingle. On that day I will fulfill against Eli all that I have spoken concerning 
his house, from beginning to end. For I have told him that I am about to punish his house forever, for the 
iniquity that he knew, because his sons were blaspheming God,and he did not restrain them. Therefore I swear 
to the house of Eli that the iniquity of Eli’s house shall not be expiated by sacrifice or offering forever.” 
Samuel lay there until morning; then he opened the doors of the house of the Lord. Samuel was afraid to tell 
the vision to Eli. But Eli called Samuel and said, “Samuel, my son.” He said, “Here I am.” Eli said, “What was it 
that he told you? Do not hide it from me. May God do so to you and more also, if you hide anything from me of 
all that he told you.” So Samuel told him everything and hid nothing from him. Then he said, “It is the Lord; let 
him do what seems good to him.” 

As Samuel grew up, the Lord was with him and let none of his words fall to the ground. And all Israel from Dan 
to Beer-sheba knew that Samuel was a trustworthy prophet of the Lord. The Lord continued to appear at 
Shiloh, for the Lord revealed himself to Samuel at Shiloh by the word of the Lord. 

Sermon 
Listening Emily Moore-Diamond 

Singing 
Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying 
Lord, listen to your children praying, Lord, send your Spirit in this place; 
Lord, listen to your children praying, send us love, send us power, send us grace. 

Lord, listen to your children praying, Lord, send your Spirit in this place; 
Lord, listen to your children praying, send us love, send us power, send us grace. 

Something's gonna happen, like the world has never known. 
When the people of the Lord get down to pray. A door's gonna swing open, 
And the walls come a-tumbling down, when the people of the Lord get down to pray. 

Oh when the people of the Lord, oh the people of the Lord when the people of the Lord get down to pray. 
A door's gonna swing open and the walls come a-tumbling down when the people of the Lord get down to pray. 

And all the children sing Lord, listen to your children praying. 
Lord, send your Spirit in this place Lord, listen to your children praying. 
Send us love, send us power, send us grace. Send us love, send us power, send us grace. 

Pastoral Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer  
The Lord be with you. And also with you. Let us pray… 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is 
in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 



Affirmation of Faith | A Modern Affirmation 
Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is the one true church, apostolic and universal,  
Whose holy faith let us now declare: 

We believe in God the Father, infinite in wisdom, power, and love, whose mercy is over all his works, and 
whose will is ever directed to his children’s good. We believe in Jesus Christ, Son of God and Son of man, the 
gift of the Father’s unfailing grace, the ground of our hope, and the promise of our deliverance from sin and 
death. We believe in the Holy Spirit as the divine presence in our lives, whereby we are kept in perpetual 
remembrance of the truth of Christ, and find strength and help in time of need. We believe that this faith 
should manifest itself in the service of love as set forth in the example of our blessed Lord, to the end that 
the kingdom of God may come upon the earth. Amen. 

Singing 
Open the Eyes of My Heart  • Words and music by Paul Baloche  
Open the eyes of my heart, Lord, open the eyes of my heart; 
I want to see you, I want to see you. 

Open the eyes of my heart, Lord, open the eyes of my heart; 
I want to see you, I want to see you. 

To see you high and lifted up, shining in the light of your glory. 
Pour out your power and love as we sing holy, holy, holy. 

Open the eyes of my heart, Lord, open the eyes of my heart; 
I want to see you, I want to see you. 

Open the eyes of my heart, Lord, open the eyes of my heart; 
I want to see you, I want to see you. 

To see you high and lifted up, shining in the light of your glory. 
Pour out your power and love as we sing holy, holy, holy. 

To see you high and lifted up, shining in the light of your glory. 
Pour out your power and love as we sing holy, holy, holy. 

Holy, holy, holy. Holy, holy, holy. Holy, holy, holy; I want to see you. 
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Benediction 

Postlude | Allegro, Sonata II • Mendelssohn 


