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Welcome 

Community Time 

Call to Worship & Prayer 
Come no matter who you are...Sanctify yourselves before the Lord. 
We gather to hear the word of God. 
Come and do not delay...Return to God. 
We gather to be in the presence of God to prepare for a holy Lent. 
Come, cry out to God... Trust in God's mercy. 
We gather to renew our spirits, as we acknowledge our failings before God. 
Our sins cover us like mist upon the mountains. 
But you Lord, have shown us your forgiveness. 
Praise be to our God of grace and constant compassion. 

Scripture 
Listen for the word of God: 

Joel 2:1-2, 12-17 
Blow the trumpet in Zion; sound the alarm on my holy mountain! Let all the inhabitants of the land tremble, for the 
day of the Lord is coming, it is near—a day of darkness and gloom, a day of clouds and thick darkness! Like 
blackness spread upon the mountains a great and powerful army comes; their like has never been from of old, nor 
will be again after them in ages to come. 

Yet even now, says the Lord, return to me with all your heart, with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning; rend 
your hearts and not your clothing. Return to the Lord, your God, for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and 
abounding in steadfast love, and relents from punishing. Who knows whether he will not turn and relent, and leave 
a blessing behind him, a grain offering and a drink offering for the Lord, your God? Blow the trumpet in Zion; 
sanctify a fast; call a solemn assembly; gather the people. Sanctify the congregation; assemble the aged; gather the 
children, even infants at the breast. Let the bridegroom leave his room, and the bride her canopy. Between the 
vestibule and the altar let the priests, the ministers of the Lord, weep. Let them say, “Spare your people, O Lord, 
and do not make your heritage a mockery, a byword among the nations. Why should it be said among the peoples, 
Where is their God?’” 

Singing 
Lord, Who Throughout These Forty Days  Katie Carbone 

Opening Prayer 
Our hearts are laid bare before you, Lord. You see us as no one else does. You see past the impostor’s masks we 
wear. O God, we come to worship you, not with empty words and hollow acts of piety, but with lonely, aching 
spirits. We long for the days of joy and gladness we have known with you. Fold back the darkness that surrounds 
us. Show us your mercy. Cover us with your grace. We return our whole hearts to you this day, as we pray 
humbly together in Jesus’s name. Amen 



Scripture 
Listen for the word of God: 

Psalm 51:1-13, 17 
Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; according to your abundant mercy blot out my 
transgressions. Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin. For I know my transgressions, 
and my sin is ever before me. Against you, you alone, have I sinned, and done what is evil in your sight, so that you 
are justified in your sentence and blameless when you pass judgment. Indeed, I was born guilty, a sinner when my 
mother conceived me. You desire truth in the inward being; therefore teach me wisdom in my secret heart. Purge 
me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. Let me hear joy and gladness; let 
the bones that you have crushed rejoice. Hide your face from my sins, and blot out all my iniquities. Create in me a 
clean heart, O God, and put a new and right spirit within me. Do not cast me away from your presence, and do not 
take your holy spirit from me. Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and sustain in me a willing spirit. Then I will 
teach transgressors your ways, and sinners will return to you. 

The sacrifice acceptable to God is a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise. 

Anthem | To Dust | K. Marrolli Wesley Choir 
Let my crying come to dust. Let my grief be turned to ashes. 
Let my heart be cleansed with flame. Kyrie eleison 
Let my mourning turn to song. Let my sorrow turn to sunrise 
Let my broken spirit rest. Kyrie eleison 
Let your healing waters rise. Let your deserts bloom with bounty. 
Let your Holy Spirit come. Christe eleison. 
©2015 Birnamwood Publications, a division of MorningStar Music Publishers|Used with permission Onelicense.net A-723828|All rights reserved. 

Sermon 
Knee Deep for 40 Days Randy Orndorff 

Pastoral Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer  
The Lord be with you. And also with you. Let us pray… 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 
us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever. Amen. 

Singing 
Sunday’s Palms are Wednesday’s Ashes  •  Words by Rae A. Whitney 
Sunday's palms are Wednesday's ashes as another Lent begins; 
Thus we kneel before our Maker in contrition for our sins. 
We have marred baptismal pledges, in rebellion gone astray; 
Now, returning, seek forgiveness; grant us pardon, God, this day 

We have failed to love our neighbors, their offences to forgive, 
Have not listened to their troubles, Nor have cared just how they live, 
We are jealous, proud, impatient, Loving over much our things; 
May the yielding of our failings be our Lenten offerings. 

We are hasty to judge others, blind to proof of human need; 
And our lack of understanding demonstrates our inner greed; 
We have wasted earth's resources; want and suffering we've ignored; 
Come and cleanse us, then restore us, make new hearts within us, Lord! 
©1991 Selah Publishing Co.| Used with permission One License.net A-723828 | All rights reserved. 



Invitation to Lenten Discipline 
Early Christians observed with great devotion the days of our Lord's passion and resurrection, and it became the 
custom of the church over 1500 years ago that before the Easter celebration, there should be a season of spiritual 
preparation. We invite you, in the path of this great tradition, therefore, to observe a Holy Lent for forty days: by 
self-examination and repentance; by prayer, fasting, and self-denial; by reading and meditation on God's Holy 
Word. To mark a right beginning, let us kneel before our Creator and Redeemer. 

Prayer of Confession 
Lord, you abound in grace and mercy. 
Wash away our guilt, and cleanse us from our sins. 
There’s no way to hide what we’ve done. 
Our misdeeds constantly confront us. 
We deserve your judgment. 
But we plead for your forgiveness. 
You alone can change us and transform us. 
You alone can restore our joy. 
Create a pure heart within us, Lord. 
Renew us, revive us, and uphold us. 
Open our mouths, that we might proclaim your praises. 
Give voice to your songs of deliverance. Amen. 

Words of Assurance 
The Lord takes little pleasure in our earthly offerings, but delights in the sacrifice of our broken spirits. 
God will never turn away a wounded heart. 

Singing 
Beautiful Things  •  Words and music by Lisa Gungor and Michael Gungor 
All this pain, I wonder if I'll ever find my way; I wonder if my life could really change at all. 

All this earth, could all that is lost ever be found; Could a garden come up from this ground at all? 

You make beautiful things, you make beautiful things out of the dust. 
You make beautiful things, you make beautiful things out of us. 

All around hope is springing up from this old ground. Out of chaos, life is being found in you. 

You make beautiful things, you make beautiful things out of the dust. 
You make beautiful things, you make beautiful things out of us. 

You make me new, you are making me new. You make me new, you are making me new. 

You make beautiful things, you make beautiful things out of the dust. 
You make beautiful things, you make beautiful things out of us. 

Prayer and Thanksgiving Over the Ashes 
Almighty and merciful God, you created us out of the dust of the earth. May the ashes of our lives bring 
healing within, as we receive these ashes upon our foreheads. May these ashes be a sign to us of our 
mortality and repentance. We ask for your blessing, mercy, and love as we receive the sign of our willingness 
to walk with Jesus all the way to the cross. Amen.  

Imposition of Ashes 
Remember you are dust, and to dust you shall return.  Repent and believe the gospel. 

Benediction 
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